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Does It Work?
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What is It?
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A process of systemic reform embodying 
changes and modifications in content, 
teaching methods, approaches, structures 
and strategies in education to overcome 
barriers with a vision serving to provide all 
students of the relevant age range with an 
equitable and participatory learning 
experience and environment that best 
corresponds to their requirements and 
preferences.

Education of students with special 
needs that does not take place in a 
segregated class or school

The presence of two or more 
students with special needs in a 
classroom.

The commitment to include students with special 
educational needs in mainstream education by improving 
and adapting specific classroom practices to the individual 
needs of the learner where students should not only be 
physically integrated but also socially included.

A commitment to ensuring a high-quality, culturally and 
linguistically responsive and equitable education to support 
the well-being and achievement of every student. 

A sense of belonging to a class and school and social 
acceptance by peers and a more individualized 
curriculum.

Placing students with disabilities within 
mainstream classes with appropriate 
adaptations

A pairing of philosophy and pedagogical practices that allow each 
student to feel respected, confident and safe so he or she can learn and 
develop to his or her full potential.

Students with disabilities spending 
50% or more of their day w/ same 
aged peers
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INCLUSIVE SEGREGATED
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Krämer et al., 
2021

N = 11,987

40 studies

Cognitive/Intellectual 
Disabilities

+ w/ Disabilities - Academics
* w/ Disabilities - Psychosocial

* No Disabilities – Academic & Psychosocial

Szumski et al., 
2017

N = 4,800,000

47 studies

Range of students w/ 
mild-moderate SEN

+ w/ Disabilities - Academics
+ No Disabilities - Academic
‘Severe’ vs. Mild/Moderate

++ @ Elementary 
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Does It Work?

How Does It Work Best?
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School Leadership
School Climate

Pedagogy & 
Assessment

Organization of 
Specialist & 

Support Services

Partnerships & 
Collaboration

Ongoing 
Professional 

Learning

Structures & 
Processes

Collective Efficacy
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Leadership for Inclusive Education
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Inclusive Ed
IE IE IE IE
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Inclusive 
Education 

Continuum

Collaborate with other 
administrators in 

implementing the Policy 

Establish opportunities for 
teachers collaborate and 

dialogue about the needs of 
their students and 

themselves 

.49

.45
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Perceived Inclusive Education Impact
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Teaching for Inclusive Education
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Wray, 
Sharma &. 
Subban, 
2022
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Whitley et 
al., 2019

N=4875 
Ontario 
Teachers
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Somma & 
Bennett 
(2020) 
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Supporting for Inclusive Education
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‘I suppose it is tempting, if the only tool you have is a 
hammer, to treat everything as if it were a nail.’
(Maslow, 1966)
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Promising 
Practices
• Listen to students
• Assign EAs to teachers
• Match need to support
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